Dpvid Ferguson of Pontotoc, MS also supplied some information on
Amiga Networking. He uses an A2065 ENet card with the AS225
TELP/IP software. They have three Amiga systems running 10Base2
Thin ENet. He noted that with help from their system administra-
ar, they were able to get up and running, even though the process
wps ‘‘alittle tricky.”” While space doesn’t allow me to include all of
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Using a Standard Serial Cable on the A1000

Richard Norman sent EMail with comments on several topics.
He writes, Regardingthe A1000 and 14.4K modems, | installed oneon
myfriend’ SA1000running1.3. Wetooka'‘normal’’ cable, andlooked at
the Amigamanual and clippedthewiresthat it said shouldn’t beused.
Worksgreat!

Interleave Questions and Intermittent Errors on a SCSI
System

Mr. Norman also asked about his friend’s C Ltd. controller
and 50MB Okidata 570 hard drive. He is having intermittent R/'W
errors. He' salsousingthe C Ltd. external IMBramcard (canthisbe
expanded beyond 1MB by changingto denser chips?) He' snot sureall the
driver softwareisthelatest version. Wedid alow-level format usingan
interleaveof 6, which gave usthefastest |ow-level format time. Wetried
high-level formatinterleavesof 6, 1and 0. No matter what theinterleave,
wewer eonly gettingabout 87K per second throughput, |essthan the 150K
promisedinthemanual . Doesanybody knowthebest interleavesfor this
hardware?He' susingthe ACB4000driver softwar e, whichthemanual
statesisfor theC Ltd. Adaptec 4000 MFM-SCS controller. However, it
wasstated to bea 50MB system, whichrequired RLL modeand the
ACB4070driver softwareto beused, and presumably, theC Ltd. Adaptec
4070RLL-SCS controller. Wehavenoideawhichnumber controller he
has, but wedo needtoget the ACB4070devicedriver. He' slooking for
otherswithCLtd. controllers,andleadsonwheretocontactthe
devel opersfor advice. Heal soneedstheright driver device.

Another symptomhe’ shavingisthat wholedrawersand
subdirectoriesfromonepartitionarebeingduplicatedontheother two
partitions. | initially thought hewasmaking somesort of mistake, but |
haveverifiedthatthese'‘ cloned'’ filesre-appear bythemselves! | candelete
them, butinafewdays, thefilesfromthat onepartition (onecontaining
thehighest cylinder s) wind up copi ed onto hisother two partitions.

Amiga Networking Information

Mr. Norman also commented about networking on the Amiga. He
comments, | thought youand Mr. Ever ett Greenemight likea copy of my
AmigaNetworking FAQ. You can downloadit fromAminetinthedocs/
help directory.

Mr. Greenemay or may not knowthat the Commodor e networking
productsweresoldtovariousthird party vendors. Envoy fromlAM isthe
Amiga-to-Amiga softwar ethat would havebeen part of 3.1, but waspulled
out. Envoyisavailablenow.

AMAZING COMPUTING

hi's positive comments on Amiga networking, he notes, | can easily
saythat networkingisvirtuallyinvisibletotheend-user.

Healso notes, Commodor e’ sA2065 hasbeenreplaced by theA2066
(availableonlyfromCEl) witha 25% perfor manceboost andisA2000/
3000(T)/4000(T) compatible. The Ami TCP shareware, ENLAN' sDFS
and Oxxi’ sNovell networ king softwar eissaid to becompatiblewiththe
A2065/2066 ENet cards. The ASDG LanRover will not workwiththe
A225 TCP/IP softwarebut is SANA-I1 compliant. Interwork’ sENLAN
networ king softwaredoeswor kwiththeLanRover .

A Scary Backup Story

Harry Runge sent EMail with a very long description of his
scary experience with Quarterback 6.0. | edited the letter heavily dueto
spacelimitations. Hewrites, What followsisananomalyand atruly scary
one. Ithastodowith QuarterBack6.0. First, let medescribemy setupand
system. The systemisan A1000 modified with the Rejuvenator and the
CSADerringer 25MH2z/68030 boar ds. Ramtotal is6.5MB withthe2MB
Agnusand 2MB 32-bitintheDerringer. TherearetwoHD’ s, Quantum
52 LPSand Quantum170ELS. Theyaredividedinto six partitions, four
onthe* 170 (containstheboot partition) andtwo onthe’ 52. Four floppy
drivesconsist of three3.5’' sand one5.25makeuptherest of theDrives'
configuration. DOSVersionis2.1.

Thedrivesarenamed SupraDrive0-6 (DHO: - DH6:)with‘5and‘ 6
occupyingthe Quantum52. DH5and DH6 at thetimewere 15MB and
34MBrespectively. | hadinstalledthevirtual memory programswapfile
onDHS5; | sizeditat 10MBwhichleft 5SMB unused. | decided to
reconfigurethedriveto 10MB for DH5andtherest, 39MB, for DH6.
Therewasonly 12MB to backup andrestore. Using Quarter Back 6.0, the
backuptook12floppiesinall.

After warmrebooting, | started QBack 6, selected DH6 and hit
‘Restore’ . It startedreadingthe’ Catalog’ ; after afewseconds, it poppeda
requester saying that thecatal ogwascorrupted. After | electedto
continue, thelisting stalled out about halfway. | clickedthe* Proceed’
buttonand everythinglocked upimmediately. | warmbootedandtried
again. Thistime, thelisting stalled out at adifferent place.

| triedthealter natecatalogwiththesameerraticresults. | triedthe
New Horizonssupport number and got arecording. | tried DiskSalv2and
Recover unsuccessfully. Then| tried QBack 5and5.02; both of those
versionsexited beforel evengottothe‘ Proceed’ phase.

Next thethought occurred that backupsof theother drive’s
partitionsmight al so have problems. Running QBack 6 oncemore, | hit
‘Restore’ for DHO. Thisbackup setwasalso corrupt! Next | loaded upV
5.02andbacked up DHO. That done, | power ed down, waited atleast a
minuteand power ed up. After all had settled down, | ranthroughthe
‘Restore’ for DHO. Itreadtheentirecatal ogwithout problem.



That compl eted, | gave QBack 6 another go. Thistimel madeacopy
oftheoriginal programdiskand startedwiththat. Hitting the‘ Restor €’
button, thistimeitread throughthefull catalogwithout error. | punched
‘Proceed’ . Thefirst four werel confileswhich poppedtherequester. The
programproceededtorecover theremainingfilesjust asif nothing had
ever happened. | zapped thefour corrupt I confileswith new ones. Next |
reinstalled QBack 6 on DHOand did abackup on DH6. After shutting
downfor several minutes, | poweredupandranQBack6* Restore’ on
DH6. Althoughjust restoring afewfiles, thosewiththeoriginally corrupt
icons, theprogramfunctioned flawlessly.

Mr. Runge speculated on several reasons why he might have
had the problem in the first place. He notes that he had compressed
QBack 6 with Imploder. He also suggests there might be some
obscure bug in QBack 6. He mentioned the August '94 Bug Bytes
column which describes a similar problem. He also lives in an area
of frequent electric power interruptions. His last speculation was
the possibility of an obscure virus. He concluded his letter with
some very good advice, After doing abackup, checkthe* Restore’
functiontodetermineif youhaveavalid backup.

Workbench 2.1 floppy errors

Pat Fish sent EMail with questions about floppy access on an
A1000 running 2.04 KickStart and WorkBench 2.1. He writes, | have
8.5MB of RAM and a 130MB HD.

Under 2.04and abovel noticethat multitaskingisn’tassmoothor reliable
asitwasunder 1.3. Particularly during simultaneousserial 10 and floppy
writes. Wor se, thefloppiesnolonger seemreliable. BothOFSand FFS
floppiesareunreliable. Oftenwrite/read errorsaregiven. Whendragging
iconstothefloppies, arequester often popsup withtheambiguous
message;

Error whilecopying*filename’

Error 20

Removeincompl eteobject?

Notethat thediskfor thisexamplewasonly 48%full andthefilebeing
copiedwasonly 78K and plenty of roomwas| eft.

When copyingviathe Shell, it says:
6.RamDisk:> copy2.1: Trek/Yar dfO:
Error writing df0: Yar
Removeincompletedestinationfile?y
Destinationfile**df0: Yar’’ removed
Continueafter error?y

Pat wonders if anyone has any suggestions for him.

Mega Midget Racer and the MegaChip.

Greg Bastow sent EMail with some suggestions for topics
discussed in the August 1994 Bug Bytes. He writes, John Warren was
inquiring about getting a MegaChip (by DKB) workingin his Amiga500.
| don’t specifically haveasolutionfor him, but | did noticethat hedoes
only havea512k of chipram. Heshoul d attempt the512kto 1IMB Agnus
upgrade. By runningaprogramlike Syslnfo by Nick Wil son (Sharewar €)
you can determinewhich Agnusheactually has. If hehasan 8372, thena
coupl eof simplechangestothemotherboardwill enabletheother 512k of
ramasChip Ram. If hehasa8370/8371 then hewill haveto purchasea
newer Agnuschip (8372 or 8375will bothwork).

Asfar asmoving the MegaChip using cabling, that would be
inadvisable. Thecurrent MegaChip’ saresmall daughter cardsthat plug
directlyintothe Agnussocket, andtryingto alter thismethod can cause
problemwiththechips.

Ami-Back and High Density Drive

Mr. Bastow also commented on the high density drive issue
and Ami-Back. | believetheproblemyou areexperiencingisageneral
faultwithhow Ami-Back (and every other such programl haveever tried)
dealswithfloppies.

Whenyou firstrun Ami-Backit goesout, and sendsa
GetGeometry() command toall thedevicesit canfind. Whenyourun
Ami-Backwith 2low density disksinthosehigh density drives, this
command will not return HIGHDENSI TY. Thesimplest solutionisto
have2 high density disksinthedriveswhenyoufir st start Ami-Back.

I amhopingintheupcoming V3.0 of Ami-Back, theboysat
Intelligent Designs(new company name, for mally Moonlighter Software-
sameprogrammers) will allowa'‘ RefreshDevice'” command, soyoudon't
haveto quittheprogramandrestartit becauseyouforgottoputaHD
diskinthedrive.

Problems with Reason Under Workbench 2.1

From Stockholm, Sweden, Dr. Claes-Gustaf Nordquist, sent E-
mail with a problem when using his grammar checker. He writes, |
havea problemwiththegrammar checker programReasonfromTwo
Guys, for my Amiga. | recently upgraded my computer witha33MHz
68030 with MMU and a FPU and 12MB of RAM. My systemalso hasan
85MB harddrive, an X-drive, amodem, aprinter andascanner. | also
upgradedto\WB 2.1. Sncethen, Reason can not berunfromthehard
drive. Itworksfromfloppy though, and it wor ked fineon WB 2.0 without
theaccelerator. Englishisnot my nativelanguageand | needtheprogram
tocheckwhat | writein English. Toworkit fromfloppyisalsoanuisance.

It sounds like something in the new startup-sequence is
causing the problem. You might try temporarily removing items
from the startup and test the program. Of course, some startup
commands may be necessary to make sure all of your other
applications work correctly. If you find an offending application,
you will have to decide which you value most, or disable one while
you run your grammar checking tasks. How about it readers? Any
other suggestions?

Mathieeedoubbas Revisited

Hernan Rodrigo Eguiluz of Argentina (no city given) writes
with a suggestion on locating a compatible version of SetPatch. He
comments, Thereisaversionof SetPatchintheFrozen Fish CD-ROM.
ItislocatedintheBBS/MAR94/DEV/MISC/ directoryandit’scalled
setpatch.lha. Init’ sdocumentation, theaforementioned problemiscited
explicitly. After usingitinmy Amiga 1200, theguru hasn’t comeup any
more.

That’s al for this month. If you have any workarounds or bugs to
report, or if you know of any upgrades to commercial software, you
may notify me by writing to:

John Steiner

c/o Amazing Computing

Box 2140

Fall River, MA 02722
...or leave EMail to

John Steiner on Portal

73075,17350n CompuServe

Internet mail can be sent to

73075.1735@compuserve.com

FAX John Steiner at (701)280-0764

(8:30A.M. t05:30 P.M. Central time, Monday-Friday)
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